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BELMONT POLICE STATION 

Statement by Member for Belmont 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [12.54 pm]: Last week, I was contacted by a person from the local 
newspaper asking me why Belmont needs a 24-hour police station. This person had just received a media 
release from the federal Labor candidate for Swan calling for the Belmont Police Station to be open 24 hours 
a day, as though this would magically eliminate crime in our area. Every time a new reporter starts at the 
Southern Gazette or whenever there is an election—federal, state or even local government—candidates send 
a pro forma media release saying that a 24-hour police station is the magic wand we need to fix all our 
problems. The problem is that they are blatantly misleading the public. As with all metropolitan areas, 
Belmont already has a 24-hour police service. Police officers operate out of the Belmont Police Station 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Labor keeps asking for a 24-hour front-counter service. Unfortunately, police 
staff manning a 24-hour police station cannot actually leave the station, and that means fewer officers are out 
on the streets to respond to calls. When the opposition runs these scare campaigns, I call residents to let them 
know that police in cars are providing targeted patrols and response in our area 24/7. Residents can contact 
police 24 hours a day by calling the 131 444 number, or 000 in emergencies. Moreover, an additional team of 
officers is based at the Belmont Police Station as part of Operation Renew, which targets offenders 
committing volume crime offences. This operation is ongoing and since March has resulted in 28 arrests, 47 
summonses and 175 charges being laid. 
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